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High Court’s 
Traveller ruling 
‘a huge relief’ 


by JAMES REDGRAVE 
james@theenquirer.co.uk 


BASILDON TRAVELLERS are hoping a 
High Court ruling on a site in Leeds 
will not affect their appeal against 
eviction. 

The Dale Farm site in Crays Hill, 
Billericay, is currently under judicial 
review after Basildon Council was 
given the go ahead in February to 
move 40 to 60 residents on. 

But the House of Lords last week 
upheld a Leeds Council decision to 
evict a Traveller family despite claims 
it was in breach of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 

Local Government Association 
Gypsy and Traveller Task Group 
chairman Richard Bennett said the 
verdict would be a "huge relief for 
councils everywhere" 

"It gives us greater authority to 
move Travellers on," he added. 

But Dale Farm resident, Richard 
Sheridan told The Enquirer the Leeds 
site "wasn't private property" 

"We bought the land at Dale Farm 
legally under the 1994 housing act, 
so it's not the government's 
property," he said. 

"We were born British citizens and 
deserve some respect. It's down to 


the legal teams now but what 
happened in Leeds is nothing to do 
with us." 

Basildon Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley agreed there were "different 
circumstances" between the sites. 

He said: "It's a step in the right 
direction but it isn't necessarily the 
same situation for Basildon. On the 
other hand a negative result would 
have had a big impact." 

Swatantra Nandanwar, a Labour 
Basildon councillor and trustee of the 
Essex Racial Equality Council, said the 
ruling only showed courts "do not 
agree with unauthorised sites" but 
Dale Farm is "slightly different'' 

"The Travellers at Dale Farm 
purchased the land so I don't know 
how the ruling affects that group of 
people," he added. 

"I'm against unauthorised sites 
being settled by Travellers or any 
other people. But we've also got to 
realise these people have been 
forced into a position where they 
don't know what to do." 

Billericay Tory MP, John Baron, 
called the House of Lords decision "a 
good result" 

"It's positive to see the law's being 
enforced which is all we want with 
regard to Crays Hill," he said. 
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I’ve saved 
taxpayer £7.7m - 
police chief 

POLICE CONSTABLE Roger Baker 
has claimed he saved Essex 
taxpayers millions of pounds by 
putting more police on the 
streets. 

He said the 220 extra men 
released onto the beat was "the 
equivalent" of investing £7.7m. 

Mr Baker also promised "it 
doesn’t stop there" and he 
would look for more savings. 

Tory MPs 
petition to save 
cancer centre 

ESSEX MPS James Duddridge 
and Bob Spink presented a 
petition to save Southend 
cancer centre to parliament on 
Monday. 

The Rochford and Southend 
East and Castle Point Tories have 
collected over 2,000 signatures 
to keep the facility running. 

Mr Duddridge said it 
demonstrated the"strength of 
feeling"for a "much loved" 
centre. 

"This large number of 
signatories to the petition 
cannot be ignored, "the MP 
added. 





